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Weekly Opinion Survey 

It's up in the sky: Is it or isn't it? 
This week's question: There have been recent 

reports of UFO sightings in Wisconsin. Do you 
beli�ve they exist? 

The replies: 

Yes 
No 
No opinion 

49% 
38% 
13% 

Commentary: Do they or don't they? Does anyone 
really know if UFOs exist or whether they are the 
figment of a lot of imaginations. Some people think they 
are real because their great-aunt has actually seen one. 
Others .5ay yes because the government says no and they 
don't believe a word the government says. Then there 
are those who chose to believe the authorities, or 
something inside themselves, and refuse to accept the 
possibility. So the cat and mouse game continues and no 
one will know for sure until they come out of the sky and 
appear on the evening news (if they are really up there, 
that is). Rut for many, that will probably be just another 
media hoax, right? 

S<�mple comments from those who approved: "We 
could not exist without someone else in the universe. I 
think it is possible they exist." "I'm reading a book that 
is about UFOs. It is supposed to be true. I don't have 
anything to back this." ''I've been reading up on this 
quite a bit. Yes, I do. This is a strange world we're living 
in. Anything is possible in this world." "Sure, they have 
been d�umented and everything." "With the millions of 
stars there must be another planet somewhere." "There 
has been data that has been substantiated. I think it is 
p0ssible." "I don't know why not. If we can go the moon, 
why can't someone be spooking around here?" "Yes, I 
don't believe we are the only people on the universe." 
.. Yes. I do. You'd be pretty naive if you tlrought there was 
nothing else in the universe." "Yes, there is something. 
They just haven't been identified." "There are too many 

people seeing those things that can't be explained. Yes, I 
think they exist." "This is too small a world to have 
intelligent life only on this planet." "There seems to be 
high officials, policemen and inte11igent people that see 
them. I don't know. There just seems to be life out 
there." "Yes, with space going on and on and on and all 
the stars, there has to be planets where there are people 
who probably come to visit from time to time." 

The opposing viewpoints: "Basically, no, but anything 
can happen but basically, no." "No, I think it has 
something to do with the stars." "No, I don't believe in 
stuff like that." "No, because I've never seen one." "I 
have taken classes in astrology. I do not think anyone 
can come from another planet because of the distance 
involved." "I do not believe they exist. I think this is all 
in their imagination." "Ne, but there is something. I 
think the government is doing it." "No. there are just 
certain types of people that see them. I think they are a 
reflection of gases in swamps." 

From those undecided: "I have a friend who says he 

has seen them twice. I don't know. If there is, it su� will 

knock heiJ out of religion." "I don't have any reason to 

believe in them and I don't have any reason not to 

believe in them." 

SuFVl!y details: 11 fi pert!Ons were contacted by phoning random CT'OIIII· 
�tionH of n>��idenc�s throughout the 110uth and southwnt suburban 
an.us. This culumn's purpotte is to provide on a �Jar buia an 
opportunity for a subatantial number of local n!!ident.l to expnsa 
npinions on u wide ran� of subjects. Accordingly, no attempt is made to 
u>�e scientific methods in ��electing participant.l. R.et!ult.a should be 
vi�wed with theae factors in mind. 

Next week's question (survey just completed): Gov. 
Thompson recently vetoed a bill that would have 
permitted private hich ��ehoot. to join the WIAA. 
Do you think WISAA (private ��ehools) and WIAA 
(public ��ehool•) should merge? 

Upcoming question (survey about to start): Did you 
attend any of the ethnic or music feetivitie• this 
summer at Milwaukee's lakefront? 
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Weekly Opinion Survey 

It's up in the sky: Is it or isn't it? 
This week's question: There have been recent 

reports of UFO sightings in Wisconsin. Do you 
helieve they exist? 

The replies: 

Yes 
No 
No opinion 

33% 
51% 
16% 

( 'nrnmentary: Do they or dun't they? Does anyone 
rt'ally know if UFOs P"<ist or whether they are the 
figment of a lot of imagination·. Some people think they 

art> real because their gn'at-aunt has actually seen one. 
Otlwrs ,-ay yt>s bt•cause thP government says no and they 
don't hf'ftp\·e a word the gon�rnment says. Then there 

are those who chose to hP iieve the authorities. or 
,.;omething inside themsf'lves, and rt>fuse to accept the 
pos�ibility. So the cat and mouse game continues and no 

ont' will know for sure until they come out of the sky and 

appPar on thP evening new: I if they are really up there, 

that isl. Rut for many, that will probably be just another 

nwdia hoax, right? 

YES-·'YP;;, a friend of mine saw •me last week in the 

:\lilw;ntkee area." "I have rwvpr seen them. You have to 

kt·•'P an open mind. I woulci have to say yes.� "There are 

a lot of cra7it:s out then� but I don't think we are alone.� 

"Tiwre has bePn so much talk about them. It would be 

hard to bt�l ieve they don't exist.'' '·I don't know. There 

ha,·e bct·n some reliable sources that say there is 
.-nml'thin� out there. I would ,;ay yes.� "I've always 

t h.1ught they existed. If the �overnment cnn hide so 
many thing: fr•1m us, they can lmle thnt, loo.'' �yf'S, l 
ju:<t can't helit-vc we are the only pl..met that sustains 

lifp." 
:'\0-"No, I don't think it's pussible." -No, l don't. I 

think thi." is something the government is doing or it is 
'-OmP kind of testing of p •ople's Imagination." I just don't 
lwhPve in them, so far." "No, I think it is a figment of 
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someone's imagination. I think they see something they 
think resembles UFOs." "No, I think there are things 
that happen that make people think they are seeing 
things." "If anyone says they have seen

' 
one they are on 

drugs or something. They don't exist." "I don't think so. I 
haven't really given that much thought. Maybe, if I did I 
would change my mind. That isn't my top priority." "No, 
there is no evidence they exist. They are probably just 
old satelites nying around." "No, I think the people that 
say they have seen them are very emotional people or 
people with a strong imagination. 'For as long as people 
have been reporting them, wouldn't you think they 
\\'ould land and be seen around?" "I have never seen one 
and l guess I don't believe in anything.! have not seen." 

NO OPINION-"! don't have any idea. Who is to 
know?" "I don't know. I don't have proof that there are 
and I don't have proof that there aren't." "I have never 
"C'en one. I don't know where they would be coming from 
hut I'm not saying they don't exist." "I have mixed 

feelings on that." "I don't know. There is a quest1001 in 
my mind. I could go either way." "Oh, boy, that is a good 
one. I 4uestion that. I couldn't say one way or the other." 
"I don't know. I can't say that I don't think they exist but 

T can't say that l think they do, either. I don't know." 

Survt>y detail�: I�;; pt'rsons wt�re contadt>d by phoning random nu�s· 
,.,,.,""'"of r"s'cl"nct>s thrnu,;hout tht> wt>�t. nnrthw"8t and North Sh••re 
-uhurhun <tn•:ts Thi� column 's purpust' is tu pro\,de on a rt'l."lll:.tr ba"" 
an oppurtumty fi•r a s•Jbstant.tal numht-r of local rt'�ldt>nts tu t'Xprt'3s 
opintolls ''"a wHi<> r:m�t' uf �uh;ect>< Accordingly, n•1 attt'mpt is macle to 
u.;,• �<i•·nllfic melhocl� in selecting participant;;. HcsuiL� $hould be 
vtt'wt>d wtth th .. st> f:1cturs tn mind . 

Next week's question (survey just completed): Gov. 
Thompson recently .vetoed a bill that would have 
permitted private high schools to join the WIAA 
Do you think WISAA (private schools) and WIAA 
(public schools) should merge? 

Upcoming question l survey about to start): Did you 
attend any of the ethnic or music festivities this 
summer at Milwaukee's lakefront? 
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